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" Feby 25. Went to Winchester in the morning and there
met with letters from my dear wife and New England friends
dated Jany last. Laus Deo. Viewed Winchester College. Left
my Indian Bible and Mr. Mather's letter there. Went into the
Hall and Arbor to see the choice of Knights of the Shire. It
came to the poll, I offered my voice but was refused because I
would not lay my hand on and kiss the Book though I offered
to take my oath. [Sewall undoubtedly was a landowner there,
but his Puritan scruple against taking his oath as the law was,
forbade.] My rapier was broken short off I suppose coming
down the steps. Feby 27. Rid to Salisbury. The chancellor's
clerk showed me the Cathedral, Chapter House and Cloisters.
Got the organist to give us some music. Showed as a strange
thing (a bishop, I think) that lay north and south [the body was
generally laid before the Reformation east and west, the head to
the west, that so as it was thought in the resurrection the dead
might rise looking towards the east, from whence the Lord was
to appear in judgment]. The cathedral is-very neat and stately.
Two crosses in it. Candles on the Communion Table; so at
Winchester. The bells hang in a steeple distant from the
church. Tell us there are 12 small chapels for prayers every
hour. The Bible over the passage that leads into the chorus
[choir?] that so persons may hear on both sides. The spire is
excellent for height and beauty. Dined with the chancellor's
clerk. His lady gone to a christening to which she was invited
but could not stay, but showed us in a manner her whole house,
plate, library and bedding. Her daughter of four months old I
took out of the cradle and kissed though asleep/1

Sewall's pen writes him down as a lover of chil-
dren; and in England he seems to have played the
rdle of my Lord Bountiful among the little men
and maids related to him when he met them. He
gave them buckles, gloves, spoons, primers, shillings,
linen, silk stockings, etc., with a Puritan modicum of
kisses thrown in to boot. This mostly appears from
the items of his cash account preserved in the year's